
Next Level R
ecorder R

etreat Feb 25 – M
arch 1, 20

15 

C
lass Topics 

A
rticulation - technique and application in m

usic 
Finger facility - exercises and drills to im

prove security and agility 
Breathing and Blow

ing - developm
ent of breath control and tone 

Sight reading and playing by ear - m
ethods and exercises to im

prove 
your skills 
Keeping Your Place and Rhythm

 Training - repertoire chosen  to fully 
incorporate these skills into your playing 
Consort repertoire and ad hoc playing sessions
Lecture/discussions on m

usic history and m
usical form

s

W
orkshop Location 

The N
ext Level Recorder Retreat w

ill take place at H
idden V

alley Institute of the 
A

rts in C
arm

el V
alley, C

alifornia. Just inland from
 C

arm
el by the Sea, C

arm
el 

V
alley is a quiet village surrounded by w

ooded hillsides. H
idden V

alley M
usic 

Sem
inars hosts all sorts of m

usic w
orkshops. Its secluded grounds include a 

dorm
itory w

ing w
ith sm

all but com
fortable room

s for tw
o, each w

ith its ow
n 

bathroom
. M

eals are served in the adjacent dining hall, and classes take place in 
various class room

s or the theater. Participants m
ay choose betw

een a double room
 

w
ith room

m
ate (w

e do our utm
ost to m

atch people w
ell) or a single room

 (sam
e 

size room
 - no room

m
ate). A

vailability of single room
s is lim

ited. W
hile the 

schedule of classes w
ill be intense, there w

ill also be tim
e for hiking and enjoying 

the surroundings. 

Sum
m

ary of Practical Inform
ation to Save

C
heck-in: W

ednesday, February 25, 12:00 - 1:30 pm
 (lunch is not included)

C
lasses end: Sunday, M

arch 1, 12:00 pm
 (lunch is not included)

Room
 checkout: Sunday, M

arch 1, 10:00 am
 

Tuition: $350
Room

 and Board: $310 (D
ouble) or $370 (Single) 

C
ontact: (510) 882-1169 or tishberlin@

sbcglobal.net 
Instructors: Frances Blaker and Letitia Berlin (visit w

w
w

.tibiaduo.com
 for 

m
ore inform

ation)
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Process and A
pplication 

Step 1. Rate your playing and m
usicianship using the 

Berlin/Blaker Self-Rating C
hart (see our w

ebsite, w
w

w
.tibiaduo.com

) 

If you need help w
ith this, send us an e-m

ail at tishberlin@
sbcglobal.net. 

Step 2. Fill out the application on the reverse, including your 
current rating scores. (Please note that these scores are not a judgm

ent, but a 
m

easuring tool to help you w
ork on your m

usic in a focused and rew
arding m

anner.)

Step 3. Send the application w
ith your deposit* check for $200 to

Frances Blaker, 806 W
ashington A

ve., A
lbany C

A
 94706 (m

ake 
check out to Frances Blaker/Letitia Berlin). Rem

ainder of tuition and 
room

 and board paym
ent is due D

ecem
ber 15th, 2014. 

M
ethod of A

cceptance: W
e w

ill com
pare applications received 

by D
ecem

ber 10th and choose the sixteen best-m
atched 

applicants w
ho have com

patible areas of interest. 
Tuition and Room

 and Board: Tuition: $350 
Room

 and Board: D
ouble room

 - $310; Single room
 - $370 

Please note that in order to cover the cost of our venue w
ith a lim

ited 
enrollm

ent w
e cannot accept  com

m
uters to this program

. If you w
ant to 

com
m

ute you can sign up for the retreat but m
ust still pay tuition and the 

double room
 fee. 

A
rrival and D

eparture Tim
es: 

C
heck-in w

ill be W
ednesday February 25, 12:00 to 1:30 pm

 (first 
class at 2:00 pm

). C
lasses end Sunday at 12 pm

. Student 
perform

ance and party on Saturday evening. 
Room

 check-out is 10:00 am
, Sunday, M

arch 1. 
*D

eposit checks w
ill be returned to any applicants not adm

itted to 
this w

orkshop. A
dm

itted applicants w
ho cancel w

ill forfeit the 
deposit. Balances are non-refundable unless a replacem

ent 
participant  is found.
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A
pplication 

N
am

e:_______________________________________________
A

ddress:_____________________________________________
Telephone and e-m

ail__________________________________
D

ouble Room
 ($310) _______ Single Room

 ($370) _______ 

Your scores from
 the Berlin/Blaker Self-R

ating C
hart 

If you have trouble rating yourself send us an e-m
ail requesting help. 

Please rate yourself even if w
e know

 you. Your ratings m
ay have changed!

Tone ______; Fingers ______; Tongue ______; Breathing _____; 
Intonation/Listening______; Rec. Sizes ______; 
Sight reading ______; By Ear ______; C

lefs ______; 
Rhythm

______; Phrasing _____; K
eeping place ______; 

Repertoire _____; Expression ______ 
Styles/O

rnam
entation _____; O

verall Score ______
Recorder sizes you play and w

ill bring_________________
A

reas of particular interest:___________________________
This item

 is very im
portant as w

e choose topics based on your answ
ers. 

Possible areas to consider: Baroque ornam
entation, Renaissance 

ornam
entation, extended (m

odern) techniques, im
provisation, etc

D
eposit check enclosed: $200 _______

D
o you need inform

ation on the Jeanne Lynch Scholarship? ____(see front 
page)

 

C
lim

b to the

Next Level 
 R

ecorder R
etreat 

February 25 – M
arch 1, 20

15 
A

 retreat for interm
ediate and up recorder players w

ho w
ant to

w
ork intensively on technique and m

usical skills 

Instructors: Frances Blaker, Letitia Berlin 
This retreat w

ill use topics from
 the Berlin/Blaker Self-Rating 

C
hart (see w

w
w

.tibiaduo.com
). 

Enrollm
ent is lim

ited to 16 participants. In the event of sufficient
enrollm

ent w
e w

ill accept up to 22 students and add a third 
instructor.
The Jeanne Lynch Scholarship pays full tuition, room

 and board 
for one participant.  Please inquire for m

ore inform
ation.


